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   he 2nd Annual Ocala Pumpkin Run was held on October 26-28, 
2012, and was once again at the 400 acre Castro Farms located at 
7700 N.W. Highway 27. For those who didn’t attend this year or last, 

the Castro Farms location is a neat one. It has rolling grass hills 
that were perfectly mowed, making for a great show site. Not 

only is it very scenic, with a pond just down from the 
show field, it also has TONS of room. This means 

that show vehicles can park with plenty of 
space around them, allowing viewers 
to see them nicely, but also allowing 
the owners to rest a little easier.
	         We did not hear an exact count, 
but without a doubt the event had 
well over a thousand show cars and 
trucks on display over the course of 
the three days. With lots of promo-
tion, and offering so much in the way 

of family fun, there were an awful lot of 
spectators that came out to enjoy the event 

too, including all the cool car and trucks.

Take‘er
to the
“LAB”

- Quality Metal Repairs
- Expert Body Work
- Show Winning Paint Jobs
- Ground Up Custom Builds
- Have Us Do A Complete Rewire 		
	w ith Ron Francis Wiring
- We Install New Vintage Air 		
	S ystems In Any Vehicle

Muscle Cars - Rods 
Customs - Trucks

352-365-0000

2408 Virginia Drive • Leesburg, FL 34748
Best Value For Your Money - Quality, Honesty & Experience - Shop Owner For 18 Years

Call Dan Today For
A Personal Shop Tour

Our Work Is Featured In Major 
Magazines And Wins Prestigious 

National Car Shows

Complete or Partial Restorations
Nice Driver To Show Quality Paint Jobs

Let Us Help You Finish Your Project Or Build A New One

Check Us Out @ www.leesburgautobody.com

Crystal Bowl 

Winter Park 

Concours 

Award

Ribbon
Winner Double Ribbon Winner

Crystal Bowl 

Golden Swan 

Award

2012 Lake Mirror Classic Award Winners produced by the LAB:

Ocala Pumpkin RunOcala Pumpkin Run

This 1931 Ford Coupe 
has the cool retro look down 
pat. It belongs to Dan Hettinger of 
Ocala, and has a retro looking small block 
Chevy with dual 2-barrel carbs, green paint, 
and a back vinyl interior. Right on!

T
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Serving Central Florida For Over 12 Years

111 W. Pineloch Ave. - Unit 2
(one light south of Michigan at Orange Ave.)

Orlando, FL 32806

407-999-8448

For Your Professional and Personal Projects

RIGHT: We snapped the picture of this neat 1934 International 
Fire Truck as it was driven into the Castro Farms grounds. It 
later settled into the car show area, where it had lots of admir-
ing onlookers. Ocala resident Bill O’Brien is the owner, and it 
is done up with Philadelphia Fire Department lettering, and all 
the fire fighting goodies you’d expect on a a nearly 80 year old truck. So cool!

BELOW: Though it shows only a portion of it, this picture gives you a feel for the expan-
sive car show area....in addition to spotlighting the 1955 Chevy 210 belonging to Keith 
Showers. It has red and black paint, Boyd Coddington “Junk Yard Dog” wheels, black 
and red tweed upholstery, billet dash accents, white faced Autometer gauges, and a 
383 stroker motor with a Tremed 5-speed manual transmission.

 Speaking of family fun, you would be hard 
pressed to think of another show that focuses 
more on making sure there is something for 
everyone. That included things like a hayride 
around the event grounds, a pumpkin patch 
where kids could pick out their own free 
pumpkin to take home, half a dozen or more 
inflatable attractions like bounce houses and 
slides, a miniature golf course, a maze made 

Hot Rod Hanks
• Routine Maintenance
• Parts and Accessories
• Pre-Purchase Inspection
• Upholstery
• Paint
• Fabrication

20211 Jordan River Road
Umatilla, Florida 32784Where Good Things Happen

• Media Blasting
• Complete Restoration
• Finishing Partially Completed Projects
• Swap and Install “Bad Attitude Engines”
• Turn Key Classics and Hot Rods for Sale
• We Buy and Sell Hot Rods, Classics, 

Vintage and Specialty Cars

www.HotRodHank.com     info@hotrodhank.com

352-267-2462

Our Services:

Stop by the shop and say hello. Visitors always welcome.
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RIGHT: This 1947 VW Beetle was really neat, thanks to a 
really low stance, flat gray paint, and an immaculate engine, 
complete with a dual carb setup. It is based out of Winter Park, and belongs to Tim, 
but since he didn’t fill out his window card completely we don’t know his last name.

Free inflatable attractions for the kids.

A free pumpkin patch for the kids 
was a nice touch, and really neat!

Best In Show: Bill Henry • 1941 Willy’s
Best In Show Runner-Ups:

Alan Clemon • 1968 Dodge R/T Convertible
Zip Simon • 1972 Chevelle

Best Paint: Tom Westfall • 1954 Chevy Panel
Best Engine: Allan Lafoe • 1987 Buick Grand National

Best Interior: Joe Tuckey • 1957 Chevrolet
Best Exotic: Nanci Lou Patton • 1998 Jaguar XK8

Best Survivor: Mark Manfredi • 1982 Dodge Mirada
Best Military/Service: Mark Manfredi • 1986 Police Car

Show Committee Choice: Wally Abela • 1932 Ford Coupe
Kids Choice: Dion Rentos • 2011 Black Camaro

Specialty Awards:

from rolled up bails of hay, a midway with a large variety of 
games, and much more. The best part about it was that it was 
all absolutely FREE for the kids....and there was no admission 
charge for children 11 and under (adults were $12). For the 
ladies, there were quite a few booths inside the tents with arts 
and crafts type items. And things that were fun for everyone 
included the many live bands that played all weekend long, the 
car corral, swap meet, valve cover racing, dyno runs available, 
antique tractor exhibit, model car contest, and plenty of food 
vendors to choose from. A new addition this year was also the 
collector car and memorabilia auction, which seemed to go over 

well and had some neat items and vehicles crossing the block.
 The car show included giveaways to the first 500 pre-registered cars, and lots of 
judged classes with awards and prizes. Show car registration was $30, and when you 
take into account it included two passes for the weekend, it was a very good value. 
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Higgs Auto Paint & Body Supplies

1711-C Nova Rd.
Holly Hill, FL 32117 (386) 252-4848

Complete Line of Automotive
& Fiberglass Refinishing Products

M-F 8-5:30   Sat 8-2       POR-15 Supplies

www.HiggsPaintSupply.com

Expert
Color Matching

See Us At

Sumter Swap 
Meet

Dealer for
Transmission Specialties,
Spaghetti Menders wiring,

and more to come....

• Street Rods / Hot Rods / Drag Cars
• Restoration and Car Builds

• Custom Wiring Systems and Repairs
• MIG and TIG Welding Available

• Suspension Upgrades and Repairs
• Chassis Modifications

• Custom Headers and Exhausts
• Brake System Upgrades

• Engine Mods, Swaps and Repairs
• Collision Repair On All Cars (New & Old)
• Custom Paint and Body (Cars & Bikes)

25 Years Experience!    We Build Happy Customers!

• Aftermarket A/C Installation & Repairs
• Finish Existing Project Cars
• Custom Nitrous Installation

• On Site Glass Repair (All Types)
• Machine Shop Service Available

• Custom Fabrication
• Ignition System Upgrades

• Carburetor Rebuilds
• And Much More!

148 E. 8th St.
Apopka, FL 32703 407-467-1053

Visa & Master Card Accepted

ABOVE: These 1969 Mercury Cyclone Spoiler II’s 
are both special, with the one of the left being a 
Cale Yarborough Edition, and on the right is a Dan 
Gurney Edition. Both are powered by a 351W 4V 
engine. NASCAR required 500 cars to be produced 
to qualify for competition, but legend has it that 
after only building 372 Spoiler II’s they mixed in 
147 regular Cyclones (known today as “Mirage” or 
Mystery Cars”) with the decals of the Spoiler II’s 
they were being faked for, and NASCAR failed to 
notice. John Colucci of Ocala owns the pair, and 
only 23 are know to have survived.

LEFT: Best In Show honors went to this 1941 Willys 
Coupe, which has a big block Chevy with a BDS 
blower, dual 4-barrel carbs, and a “bug catcher” 
setup that was as high as the car’s roof! It belongs 
to Bill Henry of St. Cloud, and is black with really 
subtle ghost flames, Weld wheels, and a dark gray 
leather interior with digital gauges. 

There were many great vehicles 
on hand, but on Sunday the 
Best In Show award went to the 
wild 1941 Willys belonging to 
Bill Henry of St. Cloud (see the 
photo on this page). It will be 
showcased in the upcoming pro-
motion for the 2013 event....so 
that is another honor as well.
 It was very evident that lots 
of planning once again went into 
making this event run so smooth. 
The organizers would like to 
thank the many volunteers and 
participants that once again 
made the Ocala Pumpkin Run a 
big success. Going forward the 
organizers of the Ocala Pumpkin 
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The Sweeney family has a flawless reputation in the
custom automotive industry - from mild to wild...

Perfection, not Production

Phone (386) 428-8282

• Antiques
• Street Rods
• Muscle Cars
• Custom Motorcycles
• OEM & Custom Paint
• Custom Suspension
• High Performance Upgrades
• Custom LED Taillights
• Media / Sandblasting
• Chassis Fabrication
• Metal & Fiberglass Fabrication

10% Off
Media Blasting

with this adJason Sweeney   •   Mike Sweeney Lic. MV54511

554 Julia Street  •  New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168

A few of the family favorite celebrity cars that the 
Sweeney’s have perfected include the TV series

Batmobile, and the General Lee from The
Dukes of Hazard. Other clients include

Jesse James of West Coast Choppers,
George Barris, Coors Brewing and

Klassix Auto Museum of Daytona
Beach, just to name a few.

COMPLETE
AUTO UPHOLSTERY 

BY HOWARD
KRUSEY

Specializing In:
Street Rods
Corvettes

(407) 869-1340
518 DOUGLAS AVENUE #1228

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32714

www.CompleteAutoUpholstery.com

Another Example Of Our 
Award Winning Quality:

1932 Ford Roadster painted Escalade blue with an 
Allante vinyl interior and tan top by Howard Krusey

Bert
Williams
Palm Harbor, FL

ABOVE: This year’s Ocala Pumpkin Run was 
the first time fot the collector car and memora-
bilia auction, and it went over well. Look for it to 
expand in upcoming editions of the show.

RIGHT: Spring Hill resident Jake MacDonald 
brought his slick looking 1953 Chevy out for 
some fun at the Ocala Pumpkin Run. It has 
a 355 Chevy engine, 2004R overdrive auto-
matic, 3.73 posi rear, a gray vinyl and velour 
interior, blue paint, wide whitewall tires, and 
‘57 Cadillac hub caps.

See more pictures from the
Ocala Pumpkin Run in the Coming
Attractions section of this issue.

Run are shooting for another bigger, better, and louder 
show! The 2013 schedule is in development, and will 
begin to be posted around April. As you are planning 
your fall car show schedule, be sure and save the dates 
of October 25th-27th, 2013, and attend the 3rd Annual 
Ocala Pumpkin Run. For more info you can visit www.
OcalaPumkinRun.com, E-Mail Info@OcalaPumpkin-
Run.com, or call 352-620-9998. We’ll be there again 
next fall, and hope to see you there as well! CN


